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troduction, intermediary platitudes, and conclusion. The unsup- 
ported reasoning of these articles is frequently suggestive and of 
some immediate usefulness to the housing reform. Larger results 
would, however, be achieved if the National Housing Association 
or the American Academy of Political and Social Science would 
devote equal effort to the promotion and publication of careful, 
intensive, comparative, local studies of the causes of the housing 
problem, and the means of their removal. 

James Ford. 
Harvard University. 
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Some cause not arising from economic or geographic necessity 
must underlie the prevalence in a town like Austin of the conditions 
commonly looked for in the slums of large and crowded cities. 

On the banks of one of its open sewers were counted seven wells 
within 25 feet of the bank, 122 mosquito-infested privy vaults, 
overhanging or within six feet, a house on stilts where fruit is. 
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sold to the public, and one of the city's largest public schools. 
Garbage is put at houses in nondescript uncovered receptacles and 
hauled to various dumps within the city where negroes and Mexi- 
cans pick up rags, and fragments of food. Tests of milk showed 
that it contained about three fifths as much cream on the wagon 
as at the stable, and of 38 bottles only one was "any way near 
free from dust." On one milk route there were eleven cases of 
scarlet fever. Slaughter house floors are in most cases never 
washed; meat is hauled to market wrapped in bloody, dirty sheets, 
exposed to dust and flies. On a space in the Mexican quarter, 
140 feet by 200, are located 30 houses, occupied by 48 families, 
a total of 231 persons, including 108 children. The cost of this 
entire property, including land is not more than $3500; the annual 
rental amount is $2520. This is not an isolated instance. The 
negro section does not seem to be as bad as the Mexican ; many 
negro families own their houses. 

Juries will not convict for violations of ordinances as to the milk 
supply even when the evidence is conclusive. The ordinances of the 
board of health are not approved by the council (a "commission" 
by the way) ; "the council is forced to be responsive to the opinions 
of certain classes of voters, so if a measure will alienate a number 
of influential men whose business would be affected if the health 
measure was passed, it would be political suicide to approve the 
board of health rules." Here we have an explanation of the state 
of things which is the chief subject of the report — not different in 
degree or cause, probably, from the condition of other American 
cities. 

In this frank, careful, and intelligent report there is the begin- 
ning of a cure. There seems, however, to have been a serious de- 
gree of carelessness in the writing or at least proof-reading as 
indicated by plural subjects with singular predicates, omitted syl- 
lables, misplaced letters, or sentences with obviously unintended 
significance. 

A. P. Winston. 
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These selections are designed to place in the hands of college 
and university students "some first-hand materials for the study of 
current social and political problems." They consist of annotated 
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different pieces of significant social legislation. They illustrate, 
with respect to each bill, different positions taken by the different 
parties, and sometimes by different elements of the same party; 
they include also the essential portions of the act as it passed. 

To have heard all these debates from the gallery would have 
been of absorbing interest to any student of modern politics. The 
idea of the book is thus a happy one, and could hardly have been 
better carried out. But only a teacher well acquainted with the 
British constitution, with the traditional differences between parties 
and social classes, and with the relative significance of different 
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men, can bring students to see, through the medium of this book, 
how a nation is grappling comprehensively with her social problems. 
That a nation can attack these problems "all along the line," by 
a comprehensive social program, is an idea well worthy of being 
enforced. That the British program finds so little room for what 
we call "education," however, is a constant marvel to an American, 
and the book before us would have been better suited to its purpose 
if selections relative to some British education bill had been 
included. 
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